Early in 1942, when | was almost nine years old, my father came to Sheng Xian. He bas been
Minister of Justice #]¥£4T K since late 1937. He was indeed a high official. All the district
courts and provincial superior courts as well as prosecutors in China were under the Ministry of
Justice. He embarked on an inspection tour of the courts of provinces of Sichuan, Guizhou,
Guangxi, Hunan, Jiangxi, Zhejiang, and Fujian in January. He passed by Sheng Xian and took my
grandmother, my sister and me along going back to Chungking.

At that time, Shaoxing was already under Japanese control. Shaoxing is just 50km away from
Shengxian. Although trenches were dug on the highway to disrupt vehicle traffics, the Japanese
could take Shengxian any time they wanted. In fact, less than three months after we left
Shengxian, the Japanese Shengxian.

When my great grandfather passed away in 1929, he would like his body to be buried at the same
time as my great grandmother. His casket was temporarily placed in a shelter in a garden. Now
that my great grandmother had also passed away, my father took the opportunity to have the
formal funeral and burial of them both when he was in Shengxian. The funeral must have been
quite elaborate. But | was too young to remember any details of that event.
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