Somehow, | had heard about stories on The Three Kingdoms(San Guo). They said the stories are in
the book = [H . It happened that we had a book of #IJ[H &, i.e. 4 A%IEE. That is not the right
book, and much harder to read. Also not as interesting. | had to wait much later, when | went to
Chunking to get the chance to read —[EJ# (. That was the only thing | can remember about
extracurricular children’s books. | do not recall ever reading any fairy tales either Chinese or foreign.
It is a great contrast to Kids’ cultural life nowadays. But I do not think I miss or regret much.

I do not recall I ever had toys. | mean the fancy commercial toys. We made our own toys. We used
to catch crickets in a nearby hillside, used clay to make cages for crickets, and picked grass to tickle
the crickets. The cricket fights were very exciting. We also played marbles. We had no money to buy
glass marbles. So we again made use of clay and let it dry. They were as good. Sometimes | think an
age of deprivation may be a blessing in disguise. You become more innovative.
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