When | was four years old, the Sino-Japanese war broke out. Soon Nanjing was in danger. My
father went with government to Chongking in November. Before that time, my mother with my
brothers and the other sister came to Sheng Xian. | never knew them. They were strangers to me.
I just refused to call that stranger “Ma Ma”. That was not excusable. | was threatened with “Jia
Fa”. 1 do not remember how it ended. Of course | had to obey eventually. | do not remember
how long they stayed in Sheng Xian. Probably two or three months. Then they went to
Chongking via Wuhan. My oldest sister and | remained in Sheng Xian with our grandmother and
great grandmother.

Two years later, my great grandmother passed away. She was ninety six years old. | remember
I was in the class in school. Some one came to fetch me home, and she was already gone. She
was a very kind old lady. Often gave me “shao bin” to eat. | do not know much about her.
But according to my father, those childhood simple songs and poems he knew were instructed
verbally from her.
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