The sudden passing of Norm Wang T 82" is indeed shocking. He was in good health.
Blood pressure, cholesterol, and weight are all normal. He was not diabetic, and
exercised regularly. He was an expert bridge player. That day, at the end of a day long
bridge playing, he complained about discomfort in stomach, and suddenly collapsed. He
was rushed to hospital, and passed away before midnight.

| am one year younger than average in my class, and he was one more year younger
than me. | have known him since 1949 when we were in senior year at Shi Yuan Fu
Zhong MR # . We all agreed that he was the brightest among us, although he was
just a shy young man from Chong Ming Dao 521 5.

We enrolled in Tai Da in 1950 together. He was in the Electric Engineering Department
and | was in Civil Engineering. We had a bridge club in Taida called BTU (Bridge-club of
Taiwan University). | was one of the members at its revival from the dormant status. |
introduced him to join. Soon he excelled and his team went on to become the
champion in a provincial competition, while | gradually withdrew from BTU, because it
was taxing too much time from me.

After a year in college, he decided to transfer from the Electric Engineering Department
to Civil Engineering. One reason was that the faculty in CE were much stronger than EE
at that time. Another reason was that we had quite a few old classmates in CE, and it
was much fun to be in CE. He did that against the wish of his father who was an EE
graduate from Jiaotung University and was the director for telecommunication in
Taiwan.

When | initiated to organize the Rong Rong Club @4t in our junior year, he was a
loyal and supportive member. In the summer of 1953, the University threatened to
disband Rong Rong Club if we did not participate the activity of greetings and services to
army stationed in Quemoy 4| ]. He joined with me and a few others spending about a
month in Quemoy.

We were very close. | am the youngest among my siblings. He was like a younger
brother to me.

He came to US in 1956, a year after me, and enrolled in University of Texas at Austin. In
the summer of 1957, we met at Urbana, lllinois to visit TUAN Jian-Nan EX % who had
just came to US. | then went to Caltech afterwards.

When he finished his master degree at Texas in 1958, he was offered assistantship to
study for PhD at Caltech, also in the Department of Engineering Science, the same as
mine.

DONG Le Qiong # SR Ef, our classmate in Taida and also in Nankai with me, was also
studying in UT. His younger sister was an art student in Taiwan Normal College £ V& i



w5~ Ft. She fell in love with her teacher who was an associate professor and already

married. The family decided to send her also to study in Texas under the “protection” of
her brother to break up the relationship. Norm loved her.

There is a lake in the public park in Austin. One day in 1958, DON went for boating with
his fiancée. Somehow the boat capsized, and he was drowned. Now his sister was free
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from her brother’s “protection”.

At that time, her art teacher was in Paris taking a leave from his college. She wanted to
go to Paris with him. But she had no money. In 1950s, the airfare was very expensive.
As | recall, when | came to US in 1955, the airfare from Taipei to San Francisco, in a
charter flight, costed more than $400, while the Brown tuition was only $800 a year.
She asked Norm for help.

In early July, Norm sent me a letter asking for a loan of US$300. | did not ask why, and
sent him the money. Later when he repaid me back, he told me that it was for her
airfare to Paris. |1 do not know whether she paid him back.

Her lover and later her husband was CHU Teh Chun ZfE#¥, a world class artist in later
years. Two of his classmates in Hangzhou Art Academy #ii/H 2% ,ZA0 Wou-Ki X T6 &
and Wu Guan Zhong %= 5 H' were also world class artists.

| had seen CHU’s painting in an exhibition in Taipei in the ‘50s. At that time, his style
was similar to those of 19% century impressionists. In 1960, | was attending a
conference in Paris. | visited an art gallery which handled his paintings. His style had
become quite abstract. A portrait of his young wife won a silver medal at the Paris Salon
in 1950’s. In 1997, there was a special exhibition of his paintings in Hong Kong. The
paintings were all very abstract, but had a hint of Chinese flavor.

CHU was the first Chinese artist to be elected to the Academie des Beau-Arte of France.
In 2013, one of his painting was sold in a Hong Kong auction for 9.1 million US dollars.
He never went back to Taiwan.

Norm arrived at Pasadena in September 1958 and started the study at Caltech in the
Engineering Science Department. He was the first PhD student of James Knowles, a
young assistant professor from MIT, working on solid mechanics. He finished his PhD
study in summer of 1962, and married his wife Jane in early 1963.

With the strong recommendation of Knowles, he was offered as assistant professor of
mechanical engineering at the University of Texas. At that time, the General Motor
Company just established the new research laboratory. | had visited the new Technical
Center of GM two years earlier. It was very modern, and the environment was nicer
than many universities. GM was then the number 1 company in the nation. There was
the saying: “What is good for General Motor is for America.” GM gave him an offer



which must be more lucrative than that from UT. He decided to accept the offer from
GM, to the disappointment of Knowles. He and Jane left Pasadena in September 1963.

In April 1967, | went to Ann Arbor to attend a conference. He came to pick me up to his
home in Warren. They had already a son and a daughter, and his mother-in law was
living with them. It takes one hour driving from Ann Arbor to Warren. So that day, he
was 4 hours on the road for my visit.

In August 1968, we moved from Caltech to Brown. We flew to Detroit, stayed in their
home for four nights. They let us use their master bedroom. He helped us to purchase a
car, and showed us around the area. We then drove a brand new Pontiac Catalina to
Providence.

In May 1970, | went to Detroit for a conference and visited them again. His parents
were also there. The last time | saw them in Taipei was in 1955.

On May 13 1972, | went to Washington D.C. to participate the second mass
demonstration to defend DiaoYuTai ( the first one was held a year before). Surprisingly |
saw him there. He had actually drove 600 miles from Detroit to DC, taking a carload of
young friends. The participants of the DiaoYuTai Movement were mostly students. Very
few older persons joined actively the movement, even rarer those working in industries.
| could not but help to admire his dedication to the just cause.

In August that year, his whole family took a camping trip to visit us in Providence. We
had to stay home because it started to rain when they arrived. The next day, we took a
one day trip to Cape Cod, the Kennedy Compound in Hyannis, the Plymouth Rock where
the Mayflower landed, Boston, and Harvard Square. It was a very pleasant and
memorable day.

He had been thinking of going back to motherland to serve ever since he came to US.
They went back to Taiwan for a visit not long before. The children did not like that idea
at all. So he gave up the idea for the time being.

After getting together for two days, they went northward to continue their trip. This
was the last time we saw Jane.

We did not get together for many years, only occasionally wrote and phoned to each
other. We then learned of Jane’s passing in 1985 after a long illness. Norm had nursed
her for many years with utmost devotion.

Norm came to visit on July 1, 1988, and stayed with us for three days. He had changed
jobs, moving from GM to Ford and now to Chrysler. He also now had a partner, a
supportive family friend. We were glad to hear that.



The next day, we went to Newport. Strolling on the Cliff Walk, he said that the
bureaucracy of American big corporations is as bad as that of China. Comparatively,
Ford was a little better.

He left on July 4. On parting, he said that we old friends should connect with one
another more often. But a little over one year later, we moved to Hong Kong. We were
even further apart from each other.

On October 9, 1993, | flew to Detroit to visit him, and stayed for two nights. He had
moved from his original big house and lived in a comfortable townhouse. He was still
with Chrysler, working on stamping models which involve complicated problems in
plasticity. He intended to retire in three years, and would like to write a book on his
research experience before retirement.

His son was soon to finish his PhD on political science, and his daughter had completed
her medical study.

His father was already 93 years old, and his sister had gone back to Taipei to take care of
him. His older brother and wife were living in Shanghai. They had gone back to Taiwan
to visit his father.

Norm showed me the Technical Center of Chrysler. Then | met Min, his partner at the
lunch. Min(]” H#Z=)M), a radiologist, is a few years older than us. She is an elegant
lady very much versed in western culture.

When we moved to Monterey Park in 2000, they had already settled in Palo Alto. He
came to Los Angeles area to visit us and other old friends in June. We paid a return visit
to Palo Alto in October and stayed in his nice condominium. Every time we went to Bay
area in later years, we had stayed in his place, just outside the Stanford University. He
and Min had also come to Southern California quite a few times. Then we would have a
mini-reunion of our high school classmates.

When we stayed in his place, | found that he was a subscriber of The Nation, a left-
leaning liberal magazine. That is indeed very rare among our circle of friends. He had
not yet lost his youthful idealism.

His sudden passing on April 26 2013 was so shocking to me that | could not believe it
when | was informed of the next day. Then | thought that it was really fortunate for him
to go without much suffering. The loss was mine. Getting older every day, the friends |
can converse with similar ideas and views have almost all gone. Almost no one is
around that you can open your heart fully to chat. | can just imagine that he were still
four hundred miles away, just getting lazy to write and phone.
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