Another Richard, Richard L, was also an old classmate. Again we were together in the JinLing
Middle School in 1946-47, in Shi Yuan Fu Zhong in ’49-50, and in Taida in ‘50-54. We did not
know each other in JinLing, and he was in the Mechanical Department in Taida.

We were very close off and on. We were bridge partners when we were members of the Bridge-
Club of Taiwan University (BTU). | should remark that BTU had produced World Champion
for contract bridges. When we were all lived in Southern California during ‘60s, we regularly
made weekend overnight visits to each other, and we were god-parents to their kids and vice
versa. However he did not join the Rong Rong Club I started, although | went to discuss with
him constantly at the initial preparatory stage.

He had a “modern” family. His father had studied in the US. When we were in high school, his
mother was doing graduate studies in America. She later returned to Taiwan and became
professor and the chairperson of the department of home economics at the Taiwan Normal
College. His father was a technocrat in the State Owned Sugar Corp and later the Fertilizer Corp.
The relatives on his mother’s side were quite prominent. One of her cousin was once the head of
the Resources Commission (7 Zs i 27 ;). Her brother was the economics tsar in Taiwan.
Her sister was member of Control Yuan and a confidante of Madame Chiang Kai-Shek. They
had a piano at home, and he had been taking piano lessons from a leading pianist in Taiwan. But
I do not think he was a music lover in later life.

He was a very good student. But he was not very lucky in academic progress. He wanted to
study electric engineering. But Taida was accepting only 40 incoming students in EE. He was
number 41, and he was sent to the department of mechanical engineering. He could transfer to
EE in sophomore year, as quite a few students did. But he was so proud that he won’t consider
that. He majored in aeronautics in the US. After finishing his master degree in Texas, he would
like to pursue his PhD at Caltech, the prime school of aeronautics. However he had to settle in
Stanford which is fairly good in aeronautics but not as good as Caltech. His advisor was Van
Dyke, a graduate from Caltech and a student of Lagerstrom.

After graduation, he also joined McDonald-Douglas, the Boeing, until his retirement. Two
Richards were colleagues and neighbors for over 40 years.

When we came back to Southern California, we became close friends again. But they lived in
Huntington Beach. 40 minutes driving is a little too far for us. We could get together only two
or three times each year.

He had strong opinion on many things, and he had low opinions on most acquaintances, and also
often showed. However he was always polite to me, and | also always showed my understanding
of his views.

His wife told me about his opinion on me: “DY has too many outside interests. If he had focused
on his research, he could very much further.” I am not sure about that.



Richard passed away in 2008.
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