Richard S. and | were classmates in five different schools. We were in the same year in
Jing-Ling Middle School in Nanjing in 1946, but not in the same class. So we really did
not know each other at that time.

We first knew each other in 1949 when we were classmate again in Taipei in Shi Yuan
Fu Zhong. Afterwards, we were classmates again three times: in Taiwan University,
Brown University and Caltech. Not only that, we had the same adviser for bachelor
thesis at Taida, and the same master thesis adviser at Brown. He was indeed an old old
friend.

So for about 14 years, from 1949 to 1962, we were close. Close, | mean we were in the
vicinity of each other. Richard was proud and reserved, and we were both independent.
So we were not close in the sense of sharing everything with each other. But we were
close friends that we know the other was always around to lend support when needed.

He seldom talked about his childhood and family. His father had died probably when he
was still young. All I know is that he was raised in an extended family, and the head of
the family was his uncle, an army general whom he revered very much. Because of
Richard’s brilliance, he was the favorite son of the family among his siblings and cousins.
Richard did not abuse his innate brilliance, he worked very hard, and very focused in his
endeavors.

In the freshman year at Taida, | was in the Civil Engineering Department, he at the
Mechanical Engineering Department. He moved to the Civil Engineering Department in
the sophomore year. We had the same thesis adviser, Professor LU Xiao Hou /5%, an
authority in structural engineering in China. The thesis subjects were on bridges. | let
him choose first. He chose the “suspension bridge”. Then I chose the “arch”.

| went to Brown University in 1955, he in 1956. After 1950, practically no Chinese
student came to US to study from Mainland China. On the other hand, Taiwan did not
open the gate for college graduates to study abroad until 1953. | was the first Chinese
graduate student at Brown directly from Taiwan. The professors in US universities did
not know how to evaluate the scholastic records and recommendations from Taiwan.
They took a chance on me. | was doing very well. When Richard applied for study at
Brown, my advisor asked me about his scholarship. | said that he was as good as me. He
came to Brown also on fellowship.

We both studied with Professor Kolsky on experimental investigation of stress waves in
solids.

I moved to Caltech in 1957 in the Engineering Science Department, after getting my Sc.
M. from Brown. He moved to Caltech a year later, but in Aeronautics Department.

His advisor was Lagerstrom, who developed the singular perturbation method (matched
expansion method) not long before. The thesis topic must be quite tough. It took him five
years to complete his PhD study in 1963.



After graduation, he got a faculty position at Carnegie Institute of Technology in
Pittsburg, not in aero or mechanics departments, but in civil engineering. That was a
disappointment, although he was doing quite well there. University salaries are always
much lower than those of industries. So, after two years, he quit the academic life and
came back to Southern California and joined the MacDonald Douglas Aircraft Company,
which later merged with Boeing.

His father-in-law was a high rank general. In 1990s, the husband of his sister-in-law was
Defense Minister and then Premier in Taiwan. When Y H Pao retired from the
directorship of Taida’s Institute of Applied Mechanics at that time, Richard was
considered to succeed Pao. He hesitated and did not take the job.

While their family moved from Pittsburgh back to Los Angeles area, we moved to New
England in 1968. After we came back to Southern California, I started to organize a
monthly gathering of old friends, initially for school mates form Caltech. Richard and his
wife were regular attendees for the gathering. We had many happy hours together. He
was proud and sometimes aloof to people. But we were always nice to each other.

I do not know much about his professional achievements, because he was later engaged
mostly in sensitive areas, so | did not follow his works.

He passed away in 2011.

In the last days of his life, when he was awake , his wife told me what he was reading:
Einstein. | can understand his yearning. Einstein was his ultimate scientific idol. But the
backwardness of science in Taiwan in early 1950’s, when hardly any one understood
Relativity theory there, led us to think that relativity and quantum theory were something
unreachable for us. It was only when we came to US for graduate study that we were
able to appreciate their beauty and power. By then, to pursuit for its research in depth
was already too late.
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