My uncle, mother’s younger brother, was living in Shanghai. He had a big family: two
wives and ten children, five from each wife. His first wife had already passed away. He
lived with his second wife, five daughters and the youngest baby son. His third son,
cousin Yu Qing & JX, already married, also lived in Shanghai. Uncle and Yu Qing came
to the pier to meet us when we arrived. They took us to a big fancy house at South
Mouming Road /&%’ in the quiet neighborhood of former French Concession. It
had a huge living room with piano and high quality sofas. The garden was also quite big
with trees and lawn. | did not know whose house was that. My uncle and Yu Qing were
living in their own house elsewnhere.

We were really refuges in Shanghai. However our life in Shanghai was quite enjoyable.
Evan more so than at Nanjing home. The house was bigger and nicer. We always had
company, and meals often ordered from restaurants. People were expecting peace talks
between KMT and Communist. There were opinions that the American would not
abandon Shanghai, and people often went to the Bund to see US warships coming and
anchoring there. Still, a cloud of uncertainty was in the air. People were moving through
Shanghai to Taiwan, Hong Kong and Southwest. The train and ship tickets were already
somewhat hard to get.

My enjoyment in Shanghai lasted only two weeks. Somehow three ship tickets for
Taiwan were available. At that time, my uncle’s second son Tong Qing [F] < had been in
Taiwan for quite a while working in a bank, and my sister-in-law was also in Taipei. So
there were relatives over there to meet those who went. It was decided that my sister, me
and the eldest daughter of my uncle would make use of the ship tickets to go to Taiwan.
Another consideration was our education. Taiwan should have a more stable environment
for our continuing education.

Eventually, less than half a year later, the rest of the two families joined us in Taiwan,
except Yu Qing and his family.

My uncle had retired long time ago. He was fairly well off. In Shanghai, he just played
stocks and enjoyed life. He also played politics in a small way, joining the Democratic
Socialist Party, a ‘tail-party’ of KMT. The DSP was so insignificant that he could be a
member of the executive committee of its Shanghai branch. During the national election,
the DSP was allocated a few seats in Legislative Yuan. The party authority asked him
whether he would be interested in being a member if he would contribute so many gold
bars to the party. In view of the precarious condition of KMT rule. He declined the offer.
He was to regret to miss the opportunity. For when KMT was later settled in Taiwan,
legislators became life members, because no nationwide election could be held until
KMT regained the control of Mainland.

The life of Yu Qing and his family turned out to be quite miserable. He had studied law
in Soochow University %% K%, and had held a position in Shanghai district court.
That made him a counter-revolutionary when Communist came. He was imprisoned for
several years. His ‘baggage’ was eventually cleared in 1979.His wife as a primary school
teacher was practically the sole bread earner in the family to raise seven children. Her



father was a retired KMT general who was a deputy commander-in-chief during one of
the anti-communist campaign back in 1930s in Jiangxi (Chiang Kai-Shek was the
commander-in-chief). His name was mentioned in the footnotes in “Selected Works Mao
Ze Dong”. One can imagine what kind of hardship she experienced over the years.

I was visiting Shanghai in 1987. I learned of their address from Yu Qing’s siblings, and
called on them. They lived in a back alley of HuaiHai Road. Yu Qing used to be a
fashionable smart young man in my memory. What | saw was an old man bearing a long
life-experience of hardship. He was then 69 years old. Their oldest children, three sons,
were already married and no longer living with them. Three daughters, all over thirty,
unmarried, were living with them. All five grownup adults shared only one room. No
kitchen. They cooked on the passage way outside their room.

In contrast to Yu Qing’s misfortune, his eldest brother was a multi-millionaire in New
York in the oil tanker business. His hobby was contract bridge and he invented Precision
System for bidding. He had sponsored tours of world champions to promote his system.
He never went back China for visit. But his wife, herself a world champion, had been
back and played bridge with Deng Xiao Ping.

Yu Qing lived not far from the house we temporarily stayed in 1949. He accompanied
me to take a look. The estate had turned into a kindergarten, and we saw many kids
playing in the yard.

Two years later, Yu Qing passed away.
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