1948 was a busy year. In the family, my eldest brother and eldest sister got married.
While my eldest brother remained living with his bride at home, my eldest sister went to
her new home in Hangzhou. Then in August, my eldest brother got a scholarship to go to
US for graduate study, and my sister-in-law, who was pregnant by then, went to Taipei to
stay with her parents. Her father was at that time the president of Taiwan University.

Outside home, while war was raging in Northeast and North China, Nanjing, in April and
May, was busy in the election of the President and Vice-president of the Republic of
China. There was only token competition with Chiang Kai-Shek for the presidency. But
the competition for the vice-president was very fierce and had quite a few up and downs.
Eventually, LI Tsung-jen beat SUN Fo by a narrow margin to get elected. The
inauguration of the president and vice-president was held on May 20.

Soon afterwards, on May 23, the siege of Changchun in Northeast started, and on June 30,
the Communist army led by LIU Po-cheng and DENG Xiao-ping forced across the
Yellow River to the south.

The inflation was so bad that the Nationalist Government decided to carry out financial
reform and to issue new currencies on August 19. One new ‘gold dollar’ (4 JC#)
was to exchange three million old ‘legal dollars’ (7%iT1) . After a month’s relative
stability, the inflation returned and got worse. By the time of May in 1949, the inflation
went up five million fold within eight months.

In the school, the first indication of something very wrong was food. Only rice was
offered, and no more dishes even of vegetables. | was on duty one day for food service
and went with a truck to get rice in the outskirts of the city. We had to have two soldiers
armed with rifles to escort us. Otherwise we might be mobbed by hungry people.

By December, war was getting close to Nanjing. Classmates started to leave school. My
family were also thinking of moving. Where to? Sichuan? Guangdong? Taiwan?
Finally, the family decided to go to Shanghai first. My father had to stay with the
government in Nanjing, and my second brother would accompany him there. At that
time, my grandmother was still in Shengxian, my eldest sister in Hangzhou, my eldest
brother in America and his wife in Taipei. Family members were scattered in six places
during this chaotic period.

Train tickets were very hard to get, and train station was extremely crowded. People had
to get into the compartments through the window. So we decided to go to Shanghai by
boat. Even by boat, we could only get third class tickets with berths in a big common
room.
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