Zhong Da Fu Zhong (ZDFZ) was coeducational as a school. But the classes were not
coeducational. Therefore, there were very little interactions between male and female
students, except in extra-curricular activities. In our class, we had an unusual fellow
student CHEN Zong Zhen [%529%. He was a little older than the rest of us. He attended
the Han Min X[ High School in Guilin before he came to ZDFZ. Han Min High
School was a very liberal school where male and female students studied and played
among each other. So he was not a bit inhibited towards interactions with girl students.

In evening self study periods, he would just go to the female students’ class rooms and
chat with them.

During our first semester in ZDFZ, he started to organize a coeducational choral group
with class mates in our class (Class B) and the Class C for the girls. There was a school-
wide choral group organized by the music teachers. But our group was entirely self
organized, and admit anyone with or without singing talents, so long as he/she was
interested in joining. This way, many of us got to know some of our female classmates
across the social barrier.

There was also a school-wide drama group and they would perform one major play each
semester. In one semester, it was the “Thunderstorm” by Cao Yu. CHEN was also
involved in the production of the play. The leading role, the elder young master ( Da
Shao Ye “K/b4%), was given to a classmate in our class. | only remember his surname,
YANG #7. The leading actress was another YANG. Her name was YANG Xing Ping #%
{5°F. She played Si Feng /J/X.. She was one year ahead of us. She later also went to
Taiwan after studying one year in Zhong Yang Da Xue A # K%~ in Nanjing after
liberation. That year of study could not count in Taiwan. So she ended up in the same
year as mine when she enrolled in Taiwan University.

I came to US in 1955 in a charter flight. She happened to be also in the same flight from
Taipei to US. We were even on the same train form San Francisco to Chicago.

That first trip to US of mine was quite memorable. We started with a charter flight from
Taipei to Tokyo. On September 13, we left Tokyo in the afternoon boarding a DC-6,
which had a seat capacity of 56. There was no jet passenger aircraft yet. The largest
passenger aircraft was DC-7, which has seat capacity around 100. It took 21 hours to
reach Vancouver, with two refueling stops, one in northern Japan and one in Alaska, on
the way. We changed planes in VVancouver and then flew to San Francisco with stopover
in Seattle.

My destination was Providence. | could fly. But it would cost me $120. The Southern
Pacific Railroad offered a discount of 30% for anyone who had crossed the International
Dateline for the first time. Most of us took the train to go east. With discount, my train
fare was $70. | bought some bread, fruits and ham before boarding the train. The cost
was just $1 for my food for three days all the way to Chicago.

My fellow travelers left the train one by one on route towards east. By the time the train
arrived at Chicago, | was the only one going further. | had to carry a suitcase and walk to



a different station in Chicago slum area, to switch to another rail line. Then again | had
to change to another train in New York going northeast the next day. Finally, | arrived at
Providence on September 18 at 10pm, alone in an almost deserted railway station in a
strange city.

Coming back to my friend CHEN, he did not pursue his career in performing arts. He
ended up being the leading world authority on the Yugu language, a branch of Turkish
language in danger of extinction. His treatise “Studies on Western Yugu Language” {74
ERARETERTFE) |, published in 2004, is a classic in its field.
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