There were many talented classmates in ZDFZ (Zhong Da Fu Zhong). Some were good
in mathematics, some in English, and some in performing arts. KANG Shou Hua fE 7 4¢
was an expert in geography. He could readily draw the maps of most countries and every
provinces of China. He could tell the nautical miles between Shanghai and Keelung %
or between Hong Kong and Yokohama. We were sure that he would pursue his career in
geography later on. He was my best friend in ZDFZ.

By the end of 1948, as the war drew close to Nanjing, we both left Nanjing. | went to
Taiwan via Shanghai, and he went to Wuhan where his father was a vice-director of
Hubei Bureau of Postal and Telecommunication Services.

He wrote a long article about his trip on board the ship that carried him from Nanjing to
Wuhan, and got it published in the local newspaper in Wuhan. He cut the article from the
paper and sent to me in Taiwan. That was what | last heard from him for over 30 years.

He was very patriotic and loyal to the current government. He would run to the
Presidential Palace in the other side of Nanjing, and salute in front of the gate. | was
quite worried about his political inclination in the newly liberated China.

When 1 visited China in 1979, | heard from other classmates that Kang was in Yunnan,
and had become a dancer!

I was in Wuhan the summer of 1980. Changsha Institute of Technology, i.e., The
University of Science and Technology for National Defense [ 95 £ K2 invited me to
visit them for a few days. DENG Fei Fan was then teaching there in its physics
department. He informed KANG of my visit. KANG then came to Changsha to join us .
It was the first time we three got together for over thirty years.

We met, and he just grabbed me and embraced me, a rare gesture for Chinese. We had
long talks, and KANG told me his eventful past.

Before Liberation, he was sort of brain washed by KMT’s Central Daily News which
depicted Communists as monsters. But when the Liberation Army entered Nanjing, it
was entirely another story. He realized that he had been deceived. Then his father, who
was a KMT official, was even promoted to be vice-director for Hua Zhong Bureau of
Postal and Telecommunication Services. That completely changed his political
inclination. When the call to join the Second Field Army to advance to Southwest China,
he joined its Art Troupe before his graduation from high school. Thus he abandoned his
geography and became a dancer. He was happy and full of excitement for a few years.

Not long afterwards, his fortune changed. His father was imprisoned during the Three-
Anti movement, and he himself was classified as a Rightist in 1957. There was the issue
on combining the Song and Dance Troupe and the Drama Group. He joined other people
to voice criticism of the leader. There were about altogether 60 of them. He was singled
out because of his background to become a rightist. Five others were also classified as
rightists. He was then sent to a labor camp for three years.



His hat for rightist was removed in 1961. He was sent to Southern Yunnan Hong He
Zhou ZLA[ 1 Art Troupe. His salary was reduced from over 90 yuans to 21 yuans a
month.

In 1963, he married a widow with four children, who was a cook. She supported him
with her wage of over 40 yuans. She was supportive in another aspect. She was a poor
peasant. So he needed not to worry about the political status of his family.

Then came the Cultural Revolution. He was in trouble again. As a choreographer of folk
dancing, he had been traveling all over Yunnan and Tibet to collect raw materials of
various ethnic dances. He had the approval of the supervisors for his projects. He had
recorded his findings with detailed maps, village by village, for his efforts. These
documents were used to accuse him of spying for foreign enemies.

He almost committed suicide in 1967. He managed to escape from his confinement and
ran to a nearby mountain. As he stood at the edge of a cliff, he thought about his wife,
his 4-year old son. What would become of them: the relatives of a criminal who killed
himself. He also thought about his brother who was a research scientist in the Academy
of Science, and whose career would be damaged. He decided to return to his unit. He
was much more severed punished. He was sent to country side for four years.

He was called back to work in dance in 1972 to Ge Jiu /~IH, a mining town, in its Art
Troupe. His salary of 21 yuans remained until 1978. Now, in 1980, he had become the
vice-director of the Ge Jiu Art Troupe.

He summarized the first thirty years of his life in New China: On its tenth anniversary,
he was in East Wing Farm doing hard labor; on the twentieth anniversary, he was in the
cowshed; but on its thirtieth anniversary, he was in Beijing’s People’s Great Hall to be
received by Chairman Hua and Vice-Premier Deng, as a delegate of the Cultural

Association XA,

In 1981, the dance drama The Peacock Princess he choreographed was invited to perform
abroad. He went with Dance Troupe to Burma, Thailand, Singapore and Hong Kong.
But his name was not listed in the billing. At that time, he had already been transferred
from Ge Jiu to Kunming. He was asked to go to Beijing. But he preferred to stay in
Yunnan, because the source of ethnic art was in these remote regions of China.

I went to visit him in Kunming in 1985, 1987 and 1998. In 1985, he invited me to attend
a performance of a new dance drama he choreographed, Miyilu BK{K. | met his wife,
and enjoyed the home cooked “Rice Noodle over the Bridge i #ik4k at their home.
They lived in a three-room simple unit without private toilet. But they were quite
satisfied. He showed me the sights around Kunming, and we had great times.

He was already officially retired in 1998. But he had been busy doing consulting and
advising all over Yunnan. He used to walk about the remote countryside visiting villages
one by one to collect ethnic dance materials. He kept this practice even after his



retirement. His living conditions has improved somewhat. Now they have their own
private toilet. There was going to be a World’s Fair for Flowers in Kunming in 1999. He
accompanied me to visit the site for a preview.

Although he had very bitter experience in life, he was one of the very few former rightists,
who could cast away the past grievance and look forward enthusiastically for the future.
He had been working doubly hard to recoup the lost time.

He has written two books: Dance Rhythms in Y1 Mountain %% 111 #%3%) (2005) and A Few
Bundle of Remembrance under Sunset 47 BH T [ JLH [1]1Z, (2009). The original title of
the first book was a much more artistic Walk into YI Mountain £t % 1l;. But the
sponsoring publisher changed the title to show it was a book on dance, not a tour book.
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