| was eligible for sabbatical leave from Brown University in the Spring semester of
1982. | decided to spend the bulk of the semester in Wuhan University. | arrived at
Shanghai on my way to Wuhan in early February. One afternoon HUANG You Nong
T 4)4% came to visit me at the hotel. Huang was my classmate in Zhong Da Fu
Zhong.

| only vaguely remember Huang. In a class of 40 some classmates, | can only recall
vividly about 10 of them. But he did a wonderful thing at that time. He made an
effort to collect the addresses of all the classmates of our year, not just our own class,
and sent the list to everybody. It was of course not complete. Some had passed away,
and some could not be found. It was with the help of this address list that, on my
lecture tours in China in early1980’s, I was able to locate my classmates and meet
them.

We had dinner together and talked about our past after 1948. He went to Shanghai
Jiaotong University in the electrical engineering department after he graduated from
high school. He majored in power engineering, and was sent to Northeast after
graduation. In 1956, he was classified as a rightist, and stayed in Northwest, and
never married. He said that our ‘class of 1950’ had around 250 students when we
entered in 1947. The number of students shrunk to 90 at graduation in 1950. Of
those 90 graduates, 15 were classified as rightists, an unusually large proportion.

He would like to come back to Shanghai and get married. There was almost no
chance for him to be transferred back to Shanghai without connection. No Shanghai
lady would marry him living in Northwest. He did not want to marry any one in
Northeast, because once settled there, he would never be able to return to Shanghai.

He mentioned Richard LEE Z=45%%. | told him that Richard and | became close
friend after we went to Taiwan. He said that Richard sat next to him in junior high
school back in Chungking. Their families were also very close. Their parents
discussed about whether going to Taiwan in late 1948. He asked me to send his
regards to Richard when | got back to US. But when I mentioned HUANG to Richard,
he did not remember HUANG at all.

In part because of his urging, I managed to visit Jilin University in Changchun for two
weeks after | finished teaching in Wuhan. This was my second visit to Changchun. |
first visited Changchun in 1975 after the visit to Daging. We visited the First
Automobile Plant, with campus like environment. It was a striking contrast with
Dagqing. It was obvious for a poor China that there should be the call “for industries,
learn from Daqing”.

I visited HUANG’s dormitory. It was just a single room, very simply furnished,
although he held the rank of senior engineer.

I did not have chance to meet him again. He passed away in early 2000s. He never
was able to transfer back to Shanghai, and never married.
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