In the spring semester of 1948, students of the ZDFZ appealed to the School to
establish the student government. The School agreed. In other schools, it was usually
called “student self-governing association” %4 H ¥4 2. In ZDFZ, the School
demanded it to be called “Association of Public Servants 224 ~4="(APS).

| was urged by friends to run for office in APS. APS was dominated by second year
students in the senior high school, because the third year students were busy preparing
graduation and university entrance examination. 1 got elected to APS. Of the
fourteen members of the APS, only four were first year students. The chairman of
APS was a second year student FENG Da Bin & K 5. There were several
departments in APS. Members will choose and pick the posts they wanted to take
charge. | ended to be the left-over chief of the news bureau 3 & .

The main task of the news bureau was to publish a weekly mimeograph paper. | need
to organize a team to gather news, write articles, edit the contents, and to make copy
on the stencil papers. | knew practically nothing about those matters. Fortunately
there were some second year experienced students came to help. We managed to get
out the paper each Monday. Sunday night was extremely busy. | usually could not
get back to my dormitory until two or three o’clock in the morning.

Then in the middle of the semester, a horrible thing happened. Our chairman, Feng
Da Bin killed himself by jumping from the 13 story pagoda in Ling Guo Temple R %+
SF near the Sun Yat-Sen Mausoleum in the middle of the night. It was a shock to
everybody and kept us in the news bureau very busy for many days. It was said at
that time that he took his life because of his mother’s tragic death after she was swept
away from home $9#Hi 7 in Henan by the Communists.

In early 1950s, the case of Feng Da Bin was one of the political cases to be
investigated. Somehow it was rumored that Feng was pushed from the pagoda by
somebody. So he was murdered and did not commit suicide. | could not find out
what was the outcome of the investigation.

| learned one thing from my experience with APS. When you want to do something,
just go ahead do it. Even if you are not fully prepared, as the old Chinese saying tells
us, “The boat will line straight through when it reaches the bridge. i 2 #7 5% F JR B
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