| entered Jin Zhong 4 (full name was The Middle School of the Jin Ling University 4% K2
b JE H5%),in early 1946. It was one of the better schools in Nanjing. But it was not comparable
to Nankai. It was neither exciting nor challenging for me. The only thing | remember worth
telling was that the English teacher Mr. Xu had an unusual way of teaching. He claimed to be a
student of Lin Yutang #ki& 3%, and he said, “According to Master Lin, the only way to learn
English is BEI i (memorizing).” Every Monday there was a test, just ten sentences randomly
form the text, with one word missing in each sentence. You need to fill the missing word. 1 think
it was an effective way to learn English.

Quite a few Nankai classmates were also attending Jin Zhong. Among them was Ximen Ji Ye.
We were in the same class for a year. Again he was on the top of the class.

I was fed up for the life in Jin Zhong. Three semesters was enough for me. Fortunately Zhong Da
Fu Zhong X FfH (ZDFZ) had come back to Nanjing in late 1946. So after graduating from the
junior high school, | took and passed the entrance examination for ZDFZ, and enrolled in ZDFZ’s
senior high school in the fall of 1947.

The middle school attached to the National Central University was called Experimental Middle
School of Central University H1 K5+ ZDSZ before the war. It moved to Gueizhou after the war
started. Since the Central University was in Chungking, the Ministry of Education set up the
ZDFZ in Qing Mu Guan K% where the ministry was located. But Central University was in
Sha Ping Ba ¥>FF4Il. The University set up another smaller ZDFZ in Sha Ping Ba. The original
ZDSZ in Guizhou was then renamed the National 14th Middle School.

After the war was over, all three schools moved back to Nanjing and combined to form the ZDFZ
in Nanjing. It became one of the top high schools in China, and it attracted students from not only
Nanjing but also neighboring provinces. It was very tough to pass the entrance examination.
Almost all my about 200 classmates in the graduating class in Jin Zhong tried the entrance
examination for ZDFZ. Only five passed. Ximen was of course one of them.

However, corruption was everywhere. ZDFZ, as a public school could not be an exception.
About 120 students passed the entrance examination. They were divided into three classes: A,B
for male students, and C for female students. But to accommodate the failed children of high
officials and Central University professors, three more classes were added, D and F for males and
E for females. There was also a most ridiculous episode. My friend Zhang Xiao Xiang, whose
father was the Interior Minister, could not pass the entrance examination for the first year in senior
high, but was admitted to second year in senior high. He lasted in ZDFZ for just a week, and
returned to Jin Zhong.
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