Later, when | had a bicycle, | sometimes would explore the neighborhood. The western part of the
city, a little beyond the western end of Yi He Road, was a large undeveloped area. Going
southwest, near the end of the paved road was the Jinling Women’s University 4% K. It was a
lovely campus, with lawns, trees, and palace-like buildings. Further west, the gravel roads
climbed gently, and then there was the Qing Liang Hill {57 1L.

On Qing Liang Hill, there was the Qing Liang Temple i& & =F. It was an old temple built in 10th
century. There was also a lovely three storied old building Sao Ye Pavilion M+ which was
built by an artist three hundred years ago. The temple and the pavilion as well as the surroundings
were heavily damaged during the Japanese occupation. So the place was rather deserted and was
not a popular place for visit by the public.

In contrast to Qing Liang Temple, the Ji Ming Temple X%M%<F was very popular in Nanjing.
Situated on a hill close to National Central University, it was adjacent to the city wall. Beyond the
city wall was the Xuan Wu Lake Z #i#. One could walk easily from the temple onto the city
wall and enjoy the view of the lake. There was also a three storied pavilion in the temple, Hua
Meng Lou #45¢#%. They served tea there, and the interior walls were full of paintings and
calligraphies of celebrated artists and dignitaries.

But | rather liked Sao Ye Lou than Hua Meng Lou. Sao Ye Lou was quiet. Its aging look and
desolation had a special kind of beauty. | went back for a brief visit in 1979. | could not get
inside the building. The temple and the pavilion had become a factory during the Cultural
Revolution. They were just starting to restore it for the purpose of tourism. | climbed up the hill.
The nearby city wall was no longer there, and you could see the masts of the boats on the Qing
Huai River Z&7fEn]. There used to be nothing in the neighborhood. Now there was the huge
campus of the Nanjing College of Hydraulic Engineering, later renamed as Hehai University.

Beyond Qing Liang Hill, My bicycle ride would lead me to an unexpected countryside. There
were rice fields, orchards, farm houses among bamboos, all within the city wall. | had read an
essay about the Xiao Pan Gu /ME&4¥, where some intellectuals took refuge at the end of Ming
Dynasty. This must be the place. | believe this area must have now been transformed into a
modern urban district.

Sometimes in the summer, | might bicycle to Xuan Wu Lake. | would take a reclining chair from
a tea house, and lie down under the shade of the bamboos. The air was hot and humid. But lying
there without thinking of anything was indeed very relaxing.
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