Only a few Nankai teachers can | remember vividly. One was the music teacher Ruan Bei Ying Pt
Jt¥E. He might be the only music teacher in the whole school. There were a total 36 classes in
the school. Each class had one hour lesson of music every week. So his teaching load was at least
36 hours a week. He seemed just sitting in front the piano in the music room all day long every
day. He was very nice. When we went into the music room, he just gave us a sheet with a song,
and then with the accompaniment of the piano we started to sing over and over. He also organized
chorus group and gave individual voice lessons to talented students. But we the youngsters did
not know about that. I think everyone from Nankai remembers Ruan Lao Shi.

I also remember the English teacher Yu Xian Wen Fi i 3C. Her father Yu Chuan Jian Hiif4 % was
the Director-in-Chief of Nankai Middle School. There were the senior middle school, the junior
middle school and the girl’s school. Each had a director. The Director-in-Chief supervised all
three schools. The principal was Zhang Bo Lin 5k{H%. But Zhang was already quite old. So it
was Yu who was in charge of the whole school. Yu also came from Sheng Xian and was a friend
of my father. So | remember Xian Wen partly because of family relations. | revisited Nankai in
the summer of 1980. She had already retired. But as an experienced special-classed teacher, she
was recalled to service again. She came out to guide me to tour the campus for my visit. Her
father had passed away in 1966.

A few months after Yu Xian Wen took over teaching English in our sophomore year, she had to
take time off because of child birth. The substitute teacher was her younger sister Yu Xian Shi Fj
- who just graduated as a mathematics major from the National Central University. It turned
out she was in the same class as my elder brothers in the university, although not in the same
department. They knew each other. Xian Shi later married Fung Yuan Cheng /& c#i. Fung also
graduated from the Central University, but a few years senior to his wife. He was already a
professor of aeronautics at Caltech when | went there to study in 1957. We became fairly close
later on.

Another teacher almost every student remembers was Di Zi Chu #k-¥#]. He was the teacher in
charge of the boy scouts. He was the one who imposed discipline and handed out warnings and
punishments. Everybody hated him. Thinking back, he was not really that bad.
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