Another Nankai friend is ZHANG Ji-Yuan 5K 427G, He lives now in Nanjing. But we have not
seen each other for 62 years.

He was in the same year in Nankai with me, but not in the same class. After war, he also went to
Nanjing, and attended Jing Ling Middle School, but again not in the same class. We were not very
close. He is a native son of Nanjing, and lived with his mother.

He had a good friend ZHANG Xiao Xiang 54 in Jing Ling. ZXX ‘s father was at that time
the Minister of Interior in the Central Government. Early in 1949, JY went with XX’ s family to
Taiwan. JY did not live with XX’ s family. Somehow an empty warehouse was available to XX’s
family, and JY lived there by himself. Not that many friends from Nankai and Jing Ling were in
Taipei. So we often got together even though we were not in the same school there.

JY was also fond of literature and writing. At that time, Central Daily News, the KMT official
organ, had just moved from Nanjing to Taipei. One day, | noticed in it the appearance of a serial
of a romantic novel with an exotic title. It was about the love story of an interpreter-officer in the
Sino-American army stationed in the jungle in India with a local girl during the 2nd World War. It
was a rather charming novella. I mentioned this novel to JY and wondered who could be the
author. He said that he wrote that.

A young writer, PAN Lei # 42 who later became fairly well-known in Taiwan, had just arrived
and started a literary magazine “Treasure Island Literature” 5% 2. He asked JY to be on
the editorial board, and had JY’ s essay to be the first article on the first issue of the magazine.

Soon, it was time for our graduation from high school. Although JY’s Chinese was very good, he
was almost totally ignorant in mathematics. He would get zero mark for mathematics in college
entrance examinations in Taiwan.

At that time, CHIEN Mu £%#2 had just established XinYa College V. 1355 in Hong Kong. Their
entrance requirement in mathematics was very low. So JY left Taipei for Hong Kong and enrolled
in XinYa in 1950.

We heard that he did not stay in Hong Kong long. After a year or two, he went back to Mainland.
One reason was probably because his mother was in Nanjing. Nothing further was heard from
him.

One day in 1980’s, I received a call from a man. He said that he was a younger brother of JY, and
he somehow got the phone number from a friend. He was in New York, working in the office of
Chinese Delegates’ Mission to the United Nations. The next time I went to New York, I called on
JY’s brother.

JY’ sbrother and his wife both worked in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. His wife Xu Er Wei 1%
JR4E was a fairly high ranking official. She was one of the interpreters present when the
American scholar Roxane Witke interviewed Chiang Ch’ ing 7L7 in 1972. After PRC replaced



ROC in the United Nations, she was given the post as supervisor for all the Chinese interpreters in
UN. Her husband was allowed to come to New York to work in the Chinese Delegation to UN.

I learned from JY’s brother the skeleton of JY’s experience after his return from Hong Kong. He
was first sent to work in Northeast. Then he became a rightist. Later he settled in Huai Yin
teaching Chinese in a teacher’s college. He was married and had children.

I wrote to JY, and told him things about our mutual friends. In 1990’s, I learned that he had retired
and moved to Nanjing, and had a home phone. So I called him. He said that he was almost
completely blind. He had almost never done any creative literary writings after he returned to
Mainland.

I often thought about going to Nanjing to visit him, but somehow had not done yet.
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