A close classmate in Nankai was YU Haogang -T-Z£[. But I lost touch of him after the war. | did
not know where he went. He was also close to YANG Rujiong. He had a sister in Nankai, three
years senior. She was pretty and elegant. We all admired her beauty even though she was a big
sister.

Talking about YU with XIMEN one day in 1980’s, he mentioned that YU’s sister was actually a
teacher at Beida. She was a biologist. I managed to get YU’s address from her, and learned that
he was working in the petroleum industry in Tanggu.

In the summer of 1985, | was invited by Nankai Institute of Mathematics to give lectures on fluid
mechanics to selected graduate students from Chinese universities. | got in touch with YU, and he
came to Tianjin one day. He wore glasses, and although he was over fifty, he had no trace of
white hair. We had lunch together, went to visit the Tianjin Nankai Middle School, and talked
about the past a lot.

He had married his wife in 1957, one month before he became a rightist. They both had graduated
from Tsinghua, he from mechanical engineering in 1953, and she from geology in 1952. He was
working in Department of Petroleum after graduation. Then he was sent to a labor camp in
Northeast after being a rightist. Later since his wife was transferred to Nanchong in Sichuan, he
was also transferred to a labor camp in Sichuan. Actually he was living very close to where
YANG Rujiong was. But they did not know and could not know. During the Cultural Revolution,
because he said something about Jiang Qing, he was punished severely. So severe that he had
even attempted suicide. They had a daughter who was 20 years old and studying in Beijing’s
College of Finance and Economics. Although he and his wife had married for almost 30 years,
they were not together very long.

He said that his ordeal was not that bad. His salary was reduced by only 20 yuans from the
original 80 yuans after being a rightist. He currently earned 120 yuans a month, and they lived in
a dormitory with three rooms.

He asked me whether | knew his brother YU Haozhang T%¢%. | had indeed heard about YU
Haozhang who was once the commander-in chief of the Nationalist Army in Taiwan, but was
disabled because of helicopter crash, and thus ending the brilliant career. | did not know they
were brothers. He regretted very much that he did not follow his brother to Taiwan in 1949.

He also said that another Nankai classmate TANG Xianke J % 1] was living in Tianjin. We tried
to call on him, but were told he had gone to the US. TANG turned out to be also a rightist. His
sister was in the same class with YU’ s sister in Nankai. She later married General QIN Jiwei Z&
F45.  Apparently his connection with a prominent general could not prevent TANG’ s
classification as a rightist.

YU retired in 1990’s, and moved to Beijing to live with his daughter. One year, I was visiting
Beijing and stayed in the Friendship Hotel. He came to visit me without prior notice. | was not in,
and we missed meeting again. Not long afterwards, | heard that he had passed away.



A lot of my classmates had been rightists. Many of them could put the past away and adopted a
rather positive attitude with regard to present and towards future. Or in some cases, they would
relieve the past bitterness in angry denunciations. YU had been just sad, subdued, and remorseful.
I found myself helpless facing him and thinking of him.
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