Among my classmates, the one with outstanding literary talents was YANG Ru Jiong #i&/.
Early in the first semester, the teacher in the Chinese class asked us to write an essay about
ourselves. When he returned our compositions to us, he singled out one essay and read to the
class. It was the one written by YANG. It was a long and very moving essay. | just could not
imagine any one could write such a wonderful piece. His compositions were read to the class
quite a few times again later.

YANG was also very athletic, playing the first base in the class baseball team. He was kind to
others and gentle in manner. So after five weeks, when the term of the appointed class president
expired, he was elected as our class president.

Although 1| was doing well in course works, | was not athletic. | was small and timid and just a
rural kid from small towns. | did not feel qualified to be his equal. We were not very close in
Nankai.

Japan surrendered in August 1945. But it was not immediately possible for people to return to
home city. Only half a year later, by the end of our third semester, some of us started our
homeward trip. We had all came from different places all over China. Classmates were thus
scattered to different places. Among 40 or so classmates, about 5 or 6 went to Nanking as | did.
So also did YANG and XIMEN.

While XIMEN and | were in the same school, YANG was enrolled in a different school in
Nanking. But his family lived quite close by our house. We lived in Y1 Ho Road Ei#l1#, and
they lived in Da Fang Xiang “K774%, only 10 to 15 minutes walking distance apart. We started to
get together as soon as we had learned that we were practically neighbors.

YANG?’s father had passed away, and he lived with his mother, a much older brother, and a
younger sister. Their house was not big. But he had his own small room in the attic. So it was
usually that I visited him at his place. We would stay in that small room for hours talking, mostly
about the books we read or heard about and movies.

He knew through his brother some friends in literary circle. They wrote articles in the modern
western style. Among Chinese authors they liked SHEN Cong-Wen 7t M 3 and HE Qi-Fang {2
7, and among western authors, Andre Gide. It was YANG who introduced to me the works of
Gide: “Straight Is the Gate”. “Fruits of the Earth”, “New Fruits of the Earth”, and “The
Counterfeiters”. We were both also enthralled by the works of Romain Rolland: “Jean-Christophe”
and “The Lives of Beethoven, Tolstoy and Michelangelo”.

We also discussed the movies we saw. We were the fans of the American movie stars Vivien
Leigh, Greer Garson, Ingrid Bergman, and Gary Cooper; especially Ingrid Bergman. We liked
very much the movies “Intermezzo”, “Casablanca” and “For Whom the Bell Tolls” by Bergman
and “The Waterloo Bridge by Vivien Leigh.



YANG had a scrap book collecting movie star photos from newspapers. One picture was Ingrid
Bergman sitting by the window. He had written under the picture the verse:

Alone at dusk sitting

Is anyone her company keeping
How can’t it help that

Into ashes beauty turning
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In early 1950’s, when I watched the movies “The Roman holiday” and “High Noon”, I thought
about YANG. He would have been an admirer of the new star Audrey Hepburn and enjoyed that
great film of Gary Cooper.

He had already then started to write articles and short stories, and got published in newspapers in
Nanking and Shanghai. Encouraged by him, I had even tried a few.

By the end of 1948, | left Nanking to Shanghai then Taiwan. His family went to Sichuan with his
brother who had a job offer in Fu Shun which was also his sister-in-law’s hometown. He became
a teacher of Chinese in the local high school although he himself had not graduated from high
school. He had never gone to college.

The first time we visited Mainland from the US was in 1975. For that visit, the only private
persons we were allowed to see were direct relatives. | saw no old friends or classmates. During
my second visit in 1979, I got to meet some old friends, among them XIMEN. 1 got to see more
friends and classmates during later visit in 1980. But I heard no word about YANG. | was getting
worried about him. With his taste and style in literature, He would not fit for the current in new
China.

At the end of my visit to Mainland in 1980, | happened to notice a poem published in the journal
POETRY by the author YANG Ru Jiong. Since it is hot a common name, and the author was a
poet, | was sure this was my old friend. | found out his address from the editor of POETRY, and
we resumed correspondence after an interruption of 30 years.

In 1982, | was spending my sabbatical leave in Wuhan University. On my lecture tour after the
visit in Wuhan, | went to Chengdu and visited YANG at his home in Qing Long Chang. During
this visit, he told me that he was quite happy in early 1950’s, teaching at the Fu Shun High School
and writing poems. On the eve of publication of his first book of poetry in 1957, he was classified
as a rightist. In 1970, he was again accused being anti-revolutionary, and sentenced for four years.
While in prison, he was forcibly asked to divorce his wife. But he refused. He was sent deep
down the mine to do hard labor, causing him to develop the untreatable emphysema. In 1976,
when most people were ‘liberated’, his case was still pending. He became desperate, and even
tried to commit suicide. Finally in 1978, he was notified from authority that his case was cleared,
and he was united with his wife and two daughters. His wife was a geologist and his former



student. They found him a job in his wife’s geological brigade in Qing Long Chang, and they
were settled there.

On my departure, he gave me a hand writing note book which contained mostly the poems he
wrote in prison. He gave the title of the collection ‘The Grey Blossoms’. These poems could find
no place to publish in China at that time.

I visited him again in 1985. His life in recent years was quite happy, and he had his first published
book of collected poems and essays forthcoming. But his health was clearly getting worse.

| was notified in December that he passed away. His only book “By the Bamboo Fence” ¥
£E was published in March 1986, and he did not see it.

For all the friends passing, he was the one | missed most. In his company, | could talk about
anything, and always found appreciating substantial response. We were not physically close, but
very close in heart, although we were in contact, either in person or by correspondence for less
than ten years.

In 1995, ten years after his passing | managed to publish his GREY BLOSSOMS together with
some our correspondences up to 1982. In 2000, his sister collected all the letters he wrote to his
family from 1953 to 1985, and bound into a volume of close to 200 pages. There were so much
painful and bitter memories that his daughter objected strongly for its publication.
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