Another classmate was YAO Wen-Yuan. We were in the same class for three semesters. We were
not very close. He was not an outstanding student, ordinary in class works, and not very athletic
either. 1 would not remember him but for one thing. While most of us were still absorbed in
martial arts fictions and light romantic novels, he was reading heavy Russian works. His father,
YAO Peng-Zi was the owner of the progressive publishing house ‘Writer’” s Book House” 1
Z 15 2. That might contribute to his early literary maturity. Our class put out a weekly wall paper.
He apparently was an editor. He did not write particularly well. But he was ambitious. He had
started to write a comprehensive long novel, with the grandiose title “The People in The War of
Resistance ” #i/i% *F ) A 111, and appeared in serial every week in the wall paper. | do not
remember whether | had ever read it.

After the victory of the War of Resistance, we parted and never got in touch again. | left
Chungking to Nanking, and he to Shanghai. In 1970’s, YAO’s name appeared in both the Chinese
and Western media as an important political figure during the Cultural Revolution. While the
media people did not know about his background, and speculated that he was a much older person,
I was almost sure that he was my classmate YAO.

In 1975, during our first visit from US to Mainland, 1 mentioned to our escort that | had a
classmate in Nankai whose name was YAO Wen-Yuan, and that | would be glad to see him if he
were willing. 1 received no response. It is most likely that our escort never relayed the message.

YAO was arrested in 1976, and sentenced for 20 years. He was released in October 1996, having
served the full 20 years in prison. His wife died on 1996/8/19, two months before his release from
prison. He apparently lived in Shanghai until his death in December 2005.

I have a high school classmate who was a high official in Shanghai Municipal Government in
1990’s. T asked him whether he knew where YAO lived. He said he did not know and he could
ask. He never gave me the answer.

According to an article by the author YE Yong-Lie "7k %!, YAO was buried in a cemetery in
Shanghai with his wife. The tomb bears only his wife’s name, and was nominally set up by their
children. But the tombstone was apparently designed by YAO himself.

On top of the tombstone are four words ~ ‘For Truth With Love’ HEFEE1E. Below is a poem 5
A6 . One line of the poem: “always in mind the never-changing original devotion” A e{#] &
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YAO was a dedicated follower of MAO Zedong. He remained so till the end of his life.

HAEFERY ST, RATAE=A 1 AT RRZAEY) MBS EREE,
AW, AR R RS R R RICA MR, IR BN TTE T e HRANR
8L, A SRR LR Sk ISR o AR SR ki 7T 17— S0 ikt Y
xR, XM EROY R BATEr T8 — IR B, b BRI



—o MHRIFFEARRILE, ERAHEC . MRS —HARIKE DM, AR, Y
P (PURAFIIAATY  FEEESR EAERER M, AR B IRILX AN

PUSEAE, BAT I AR m . BT ERE TRgat, Al 7 Bl £+
FAC WeSCTni A 7o B AT 5 AR AR NSO R S A M R BGA AP EL. B R A
BRI , FFfh RN FEL RS2 N, FNC AT At 2 B i 7] 2 kST .

1975 EIRATEE — RS EDT IR KRG FRERE: RS BA B IF RS go0T, ER AR
BRI BARE M RE WA . BREARBUEMEIE, Herl BERRRE R S A IERX M E L
e

Bk3CTG 1976 R, T 20 4. Ath 1996 4F 10 AR, AL T 20 SRR MFACK
1996 5 8 H 19 HEM, EMPRTRETNAH . BIR1E 2005 4 12 L2 Al #EAE
HE

A m R T IUHEAVE RS, Rl S RIE S SOT AR, AR B
FIEEW UFETTI, EERME - HRAATRER.

MRAE KL — R SR, ST SRR R ZRAE Bl — 2. 2 B A AR 1
iy, T HAL SCERAATZ AT, (BRI BTt H S BT,

wn b CREERE WA, R mE REE) , Hhfs A
HHELRT .

WoOoTRBEAR BB, —HAEMRR k.



