I could not maintain the top position in the class after one year. Ximen Jiye 741742k came to
join my class. His class was disbanded after the first year. Its students were scattered over the
other classes. Ximen was sent to our class. He was a brilliant student with remarkable memory,
and worked very hard. He was good all around except in physical education. He was going to be
the top student wherever he went. | would be with him in the same class again in my third year in
junior middle school in Nanking. We were also in the same senior middle school for the first three
semesters, but not in the same class. He went to the Shanghai Middle School for the last three
semesters in the senior high school, again the top of the class. He entered Tsinghua University in
1950.

His father Ximen Zong Hua 7t [ "] 5% 4£ was the president of the Sino-Soviet Cultural Association
R 2. He was a progressive scholar, naturally a sympathizer of the Communists. He
was a professor in Fudan University after liberation and became a Rightist during the Anti-Rightist
Movement.

Because of his family background, Ximen Jiye was also very progressive. In the senior middle
school Zhong Da Fu Zhong H KFfiH1, he participated to publish a weekly wall paper The Fellow
Traveler [F]#% .. One of its correspondent from Shanghai was YAO Wen Yuan %k JG, who was
our classmate in Nankai. Later YAO introduced Ximan to be a Communist Party member.

Ximen graduated from Beida physics department in 1953, and went on for graduate study in Beida
and graduated in 1956. He stayed in Beida teaching to the end of his life. | suspect that if not for
his not-red-enough family background, with his brilliance, he should have been sent to Soviet
Union for advanced study in theoretical physics. He eventually became an authority on electron
optics in China.

He was very argumentative with his brilliance and knowledge in high school days. When | saw
him again in 1979 in Beijing, he was quite subdued. He never mentioned his sufferings during the
cultural revolution and other times, not like many of my other friends.

I was visiting Beijing in 2000. He was already in hospital for treatment of cancer. One day in
September, | paid him a visit in the hospital. He walked me to the elevator from his room when |
left. Three weeks later he passed away.
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