Nankai Middle School was a private school. It was also an “aristocratic” school. The tuition was
high. Many students were children of government high officials, generals and wealthy merchants
and landlords. The original Nankai Middle school was in Tianjin. Zhang Bo Ling 7k{f1% was the
principal of the school from the beginning. He foresaw the invasion of Japanese and prepared the
retreat of the school one year before the invasion. He built the Chungking campus in Sha Ping Ba
in 1936. Therefore the buildings and facilities were much better than the makeshift buildings and
facilities of other schools and universities which moved to Sichuan after the war started. For
example, in Nankai , we had not only electric lights but also tap water which nobody in Sha Ping
Ba had, because Nankai had its own water tower.

All the students were living in the dormitory. The school life is just like military training. The
daily schedules were dictated by the sound of bugle. Different melodies told you to get up, to
gather for morning exercise and salute the raising of the flag, for breakfast, for classes, for lunch,
for lowering the flag, for dinner, for evening self-study sessions, for time to go to bed, and for the
lights out. Food was probably better than that of public schools, but still bad. | used to eat only
very few selected vegetables at home. By the end of the semester | would eat whatever vegetable
that was available.

To get in any school, whether colleges or middle schools, you need to pass the entrance
examinations. The examinations were administered by each individual school. But you could get
in if you had connections. The better was the school, the stronger connection you need. Nankai
was no exception. To maintain the high academic standard, Nankai just made the life for students
hard once they had been enrolled. There were 12 classes each in junior and senior male high
schools. ( Nankai was coeducational, but had separate male and female parts. Classes were not
mixed, but curriculum and teachers were the same.) The first year had 5 classes, the second 4, and
the third 3. So after first year, 20% of the students were dropped out, and only 60% of entering
students eventually graduated.

I do not know whether I had the help of the connection to get admitted to Nankai. But | managed
to be the top in the class after the first semester.
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