I graduated from the primary school at the end of 1943. | had to wait half a year to enter the
middle school. To keep me occupied, my father asked a colleague of his, Mr. Qiu 3%, to be my
tutor. Mr. Qiu also came from Shengxian. He was a secretary in the Ministry of Justice,
equivalent to a division chief. He was quite progressive. Besides teaching me classic Chinese, he
also introduced me literary works from Tsarist’ Russia and Soviet Union. I have never heard
about him since after the war. He was a good man and did not go to Taiwan. He might have been
an underground communist.

I usually went to Mr. Qiu’s office in the morning. HONG Shi went with me sometimes, but not
regularly. In the afternoon, HONG and I just went running around the country side.

My two sisters were enrolled in the Middle School Attached to Central University in Qing Mu
Guan & A<, while my third brother was in Nankai Middle School in Sha Ping Ba Y0331, So |
took the entrance examinations for these two schools during the summer. | was accepted by both
schools, and in the Fall of 1944, | entered Nankai.
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