The cultural environment of my new home in Sichuan was vastly different from that in Zhejiang.
My father was a very learned person. He had a doctor of law degree from the University of Paris.
He had taught many universities in China. He had been chairman of department of law in the
National Central University. He was a member of the editorial board of the Word Source
Dictionary &, and editor-in-chief of quite a few dictionaries before he went to France for study.
My two oldest brothers were already college students. Although there were not many books
around because of the war, it was much plenty more than we had in Sheng Xian. Besides, most
civil servants in the Ministry of Justice were educated people.

I finally got the chance to read “Romance of The Three Kingdoms”, and then “Water Margin”,
“Journey to The West”, and great many martial arts novels. I had also read modern literary works
like BalJin’s “Family” and some foreign translations like Lamartine’s “Graziella” and Thomas
Hardy’s “Tess of d’Urbervilles”.

My father had to attend cabinet meeting every Tuesday in Chungking. He usually went there
Monday afternoon and came back home Tuesday afternoon the next week. There were almost no
social activities for my father in this remote village. When he was home, he gave me lessons on
Chinese classics every evening, on poetry and on select passages from Confucius’  “Analects”
(Lun Yu i£iE) .

The essence of Confucius’ teaching, I think, can be distilled by the following passages:

“The doctrine of our master is to be TRUE to the principle of nature, and the BENEVOLENT
exercise of them to others. This and nothing more.” KF i, EHMER.
What is benevolence?

“Is  ‘benevolence’ such a word? Do not do to others what you would not want them to do to

you.” HAF? AR, 20T N
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