I was born in Nanjing. But 36 days after my birth, | was taken by my grandmother to our
ancestral city of Shenxian in Zhejiang. Shenxian is a small city. It had city walls. The streets
were so narrow that | think no automobile could pass through them. 1 grew up there until almost
age 9. We had to go outside city wall to see an automobile arriving occasionally on the highway .
There is a river outside the city wall. But no steamships. Never seen a train. Very provincial.

I lived with my grandmother (close to 60), great grandmother (close to 90), and my sister 8 years
older. We had one male servant and one female servant. | had a wet nurse (nai ma) when | was
a baby. But | have no recollection who she is. That was the entire household. Looking back
now from an objective perspective, my childhood must be quite bleak. But I do not think | had
an unhappy childhood. Except that I do not remember much about that period.
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It was not in a cultural environment that | grew up during my early childhood. My grandmother
was practically illiterate. 1 do not recall there were any books in my home. My grandmother
must have spoilt me. She was very frugal. The food in the family was quite simple. But |
always had meat, and only for me. Lean meat, because | refused to eat fat meat, not even today.
I did not touch any vegetables, except spinach. The habit was forced to be changed when | started
to attend the boarding school in junior high school. But my grandmother was very strict on my
studies, although she could not teach me herself. She enforced discipline. | had private tutors
when I was 4 or 5, just the junior high school classmates of my sister.

There was only one junior middle school in Shengxian at that time. When | went back to visit in
1986, there were close 20 senior middle school there. | do not know how many primary schools
were there at that time. | only knew there probably was only one public Xian-Li primary school.
Any way, when | was not quite 6, a family friend took me to the entrance examination for the
Xian-Li primary school. He led me for the examination of the 3 grade. | looked at the
examination paper, understood nothing, and started crying. He immediately got me out, and
somehow arranged to have me admitted to the 2" semester of the 1%t grade. So | never attended
the beginning semester of the 1% grade. Later because of the Japanese bombing, the school
moved from one place to other, there was no class for some grades, | skipped another semester.
So | had skipped one year in primary school. But that resulted in my graduating from primary
school in winter.  So I had to wait later at home for half a year to enter the middle school.
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I cannot remember any my classmates in Shengxian. | only remember that there was this girl in
the school, who was the daughter of the mayor (xianzhang). | do not remember whether she was
in my class. She came to school in a special rickshaw with body guard.

A mayor in a small town was indeed like a king. But that was in war time, and Shengxian was
notorious with its bandits. So body guard may be necessary to prevent possible kidnapping.

But Shengxian had its prominent native sons, not just bandits. One person you should know was
MA Ying-Chu, your old president of Beida. Shengxian had also quite a few high ranking
generals in the KMT period. The most prominent was ZHAO Guan Tao who was a core division
commander ( together with CHEN Cheng, WEI Li Huang) under CHIANG Kai-shek, participating
the third campaign against the Red Base in Jiang Xi in 1931. His name was mentioned in
Chairman MAO?’s article, included in his Collected Works. My cousin married one of his
daughters.  You can imagine what hardships she had to suffer in Shanghai after liberation. But
she managed to raise seven children being a primary school teacher while for many years with her
husband in jail as a counter-revolutionary.
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