The first day of schooling was a shock to me. It was a completely foreign environment. 1 could
understand and speak only the ShengXian dialect. | did not know what the teachers were talking.
Neither could I converse with my fellow students. | would get panic if | could not see my sister
outside the classroom window. But gradually somehow | got used to the new environment. |
could soon follow the course works, and | made friends. By the end of the semester, | even
became the top students of the class.

Most of the fellow students were the Kkids of local peasants, only a few were from the family of
government officials. The local students were all quite poor. They wore straw sandals and not
shoes. If the school were not set up because of the Japanese bombing, it was likely they might not
go to school at all. After graduation, I do not recall any local fellow students went further to
middle school, although some of them were really quite outstanding. Some of us often boast that
we succeed in life because of our talents and efforts. They do not realize how fortunate they were
to have this and that opportunities. | feel humble when I think of those fellow students in Sichuan
long time ago.

In contrast, | was, for a while, probably the most privileged Kkid in that locality. As an example,
because of my grandmother’s urging, when the weather was bad, a huagan ##% would carry me
to the school. 1 think | was probably the only student in the school carried by a huagan going to
school. But still, I did not have any spending money. On the other hand, there was no store at all
around to spend money.
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