To avoid bombing by the Japanese, the main body of the central government had moved to
outskirts of Chungking when we arrived there in 1942. The Department of Justice had moved to
XieMaChang &t -537 Xiaowan /M2 | about 60 kilometers from the city. It would take two hours
for automobiles to go there form the city. A remodeled family temple of a landlord was used as
office of the Department of Justice. We rented a section of the house of another landlord as our
residence, about a half kilometer from the office. The house is at the foot of a high mountain.
People had seen tigers not far away from the house. Although our house was quite close to office,
the road was just a narrow path between rice fields by the hill. So a local simplified sedan-chair
called HuaGan 757 was employed for my father’ s means of transportation to and from the
office.

The living condition in Xiaowan was even more backward than Shengxian. There was no
electricity, no running water. Water was taken directly from the stream not far away from the
house. There was not even a well nearby. You need to use charcoal, palm leaves, sand and alum
as filter to make water clean enough for use in the kitchen. The water was quite muddy after a
rain storm. It was also too luxurious to use kerosene lamps or candles for lighting. Vegetable oil
lamp, practically just a dish of vegetable oil, was usually used for lighting. Naturally there was
only makeshift toilet and no bath room. But communication is important, and we had a telephone
extension connecting to the operator at the Department of Justice. That was one modern facility |
had never seen and used back in Shengxian.
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